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uring a time of economic and financial turmoil, Atlanta’s top banking and finance

leaders have been especially tested. For this category, we included the leaders of

the top 10 financial institutions, the top five credit unions, the top two fee-only
investment advisers, the top five money managers, the top three financial planning and
advisory firms, and the top two private equity firms, all as determined from Atlanta
Business Chronicle’s annual Book of Lists. Additionally, we have included the key folks
in the region’s top financially related public and private companies. Also included are
the heads of the top Atlanta-area financial trade groups/associations, as well as govern-
ment leaders whose jobs have a primarily finance-related function and other notable

industry leaders.

Michael J. Mercer

7 e Georgia Credit Union Affiliates
President and CEO

Educatlon: Bachelor’s degree in
economics from the University of
Rhode Island; master's degree in
banking and finance from the
University of Wisconsin

Career highlights: Mercer came to Georgia in
1980 as president of Georgia Central Credit Union
and became president of Georgia Credit Union
Affiliates in 1985. His involvement in regional and
national credit union efforts includes his election
to the Executive Committee of the Credit Union
National Association (CUNA), member of CUNA's
board of directors, and former chairman of the
National Cooperative Bank.

www.gcua.org

C. Lin Hodges

Associated Credit Union
President and CEQ

Educatlon: Bachelor's degree from
Georgia College; MBA from Emory
University

Career highlights: Hodges joined
Associated Credit Union in 1879
and served as executive vice president and chief
financial officer. Formerly, he was with Exchange
Bank in Milledgeville, Ga.

www.acuonline.org

Charlotte S. Ayers

Georgia's Own Credit Union
President and CEQ

Career highlights: Ayers has been
president and CEO of Georgia's
Own Credit Union, a 75-year-old,
full-service financial institution,
since 1999, Prior to serving in this
role, Ayers held various positions within the credit
union during her 40-year tenure. Active at both
the state and national levels, Ayers has served on
many credit union boards including 17 years with
the Georgia Central Board. In addition to being a
past recipient of The Credit Union Professional of
the Year, Ayers has helped develop Georgia’s Own
Credit Union into one of the largest credit unions
in the state, serving more than 150,000
members with assets in excess of $1.5 billion.
Deeply entrenched in the “people helping people”
philosophy, Georgia’s Own stands for the pros-
perity of its members, unmatched service and a
healthy planet.

www.georgiasown.org
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